Successful endoscopic dilatation to alleviate airway suffocation in a case with esophageal cancer after stent implantation.
A case of esophageal cancer who suffered from tracheal stenosis at the tracheostomy after stent implantation is presented. The patient received a covered metallic tracheal stent to seal the esophago-respiratory fistulation. After six months, the tracheal retainer for his tracheostomy was difficult to insert into his trachea due to the growth of the cancer. Argon plasma coagulation (APC) has been successfully employed in the dilatation of tracheal stenosis at the tracheostomy. We herein describe the use of APC as an effective treatment for further palliative therapy of tracheal dilatation in order to treat tracheal stenosis by esophageal cancer after stent implantation.